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cochineal red, All the world bowed before them with upturned faces
and hands joined reverently at their foreheads. Accompanied by one
maid like a moon incarnate, who issued from the ray Susurrma they
lighted upon the earth and while I screamed, cut open my womb with,
a sword and essayed to enter. My heart quaked, and I awoke with
a ciy to my lord ". Just then a Marshal (Bdhyakasyavaslka) chanted
the following Vaklra and Aparavaktra verse while the morning horn
rang out at the porch:
'By misshapen   trees a treasure, by flashing light a fine jewel,
* By an omen the approach of luck is clearly in the world
revealed ;
1 As the dawn, his harbinger, announces the sun, as tlie
speeding blast the rains approach,
* Even so the appearance of a previous vision foretells
good, yea and evil hap to men!'
At these words of the Marshal, the king's heart was filled with
delight and lie cried out: "Our wishes are fulfilled. Oar family
goddesses have accepted you. In his graciousness the holy god of
the radiant crown (Surya) will grant you joy and that soon, by the
gift of three noble children,"1
4.   Calculation of Time
The student as well as the ordinary man in the Gupta age had
a system of calculating time. Sometimes it was done by merely
^looking out into the open by .night or day, and the results could only
have been vague, Kalidasa, for example, makes a pupil in a
hermitage, when he was asked to inform how much of the night
remained, cry out: " 0 1 it is dawn ! "2 Such an observation could only
have been made by looking about oneself in the open, but invariably
a more reliable practice was in use. The night was divided into
four watches (yama) after sunset, If the usual sunset may be said
to take place at six or six-thirty in the evening, then after the first
watch, people generally went to bed. If a yama is taken to be one-
eighth part of a day or three hours, then people must lave usually
retired to bed at nine or nine-thirty at night. Sana informs us that
the first watch haying been spent with his kinsmen, lie went to bed
in the house of the preceptor Ganapati.3 The passing of every watch
was notified to the public by a watchman, who, oil the passing of
each watch, loudly recited some hymn. Even kings or little princes
1 Bana, Harsacarita, pp. 105-6, text, pp, 139-41.
3 Cf. Raghu,, XVII, I, p. 346: pascimad yamim yamat prasMam ivacUana.
3 Barifl, Harsacarita, p. 78, text, p, 83,
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